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PSALM CXVIIL 23. 


Thi is the Lords doing, al; ©: :: 
marvellous in our _ 


WAS a Scene ful of Surprize and Won- | 
der, for the Son of God to become In- 
carnate for the Sins and Miſcarriages of 
Human Race; the Builders which | 
ed that Stone, little thought he be- 
come, at laſt, the Head Stone in the Corner; the de- 
ligns of Providence 5 — 
cerved by Mortals at firſt View; the 

5 Wonders — Mi- 
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races, and by « a chains Train of Mercies and Pro- 


vidences he makes his Power and Glory ſtill known 


among Men; for when —_ = ee or any 


the Swagd o Fire ſhall extend their T 
int — 
and Aſhes ; 


Tor * 4 e el purſue the TIP 


its Bounds, by ſuch a terrible and raging Tempeſt 


as ſhakes the Foundations of the Univerſe, and makes 


Nature it felt; yo d,Tremble : We have great 

reaſon to be ſarpr with Wonder a nd Amaze- 
ment, and to Protein with the Royal Pfalmiſt, 
This 5s the Lords doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes. From the Words L ſhall obſerve Five things. 


£1 ſhall ſhew how we are to pa this 
_- expreſſion of the N e is ihe Lords . 


doing. 


II. How we may Adern and know when 
2 thing is the Lords doing. ; 
111. That theſe Terrible and Amizing 9 
which did lately ſhake and affſict the 
. were the Lords doing; taken in 53 moſt 
ui and proper Senſe. | 7 


119. Thus fc Dreadful and-Awakening ] 
ments do juſtiy Challenge our W t 
Admiration, * t — 4 
Lhe. 


"> # 


95 * 


. be rind Hh hc 


mated with Heat and Fury, ag” be forced — 
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v. That ſuch a Terrible and Aſtoniſhing ven- 


geance doth loudly call for our * | 
ment and Reformation. 


I. This it the Tanks doing, may be taken i in a 
large and general acceptation , and then whatſo- 
ever is done in the World may be ſaid to be the 
Lords doing; for God is the Author of our Life 
and Exiſtence , and by a general Concurrence ot 
his Providence co-operates with all hisCreatures, for 
in him we Live, Move and have our Being. He 
has fixt the Springs and Principles of Motion in all 
Natural Agents, and their powers and efficacy flow 
from him ; thoſe kind and benigne influences by 
which the Son warts us by day, and thoſe more 
ſharp and piercing Vapours by which the Froſt 
Chills us by Night, receive — — and Influ- 
ence from that” Fountain of Perfection, which is 
the firſt mover of all Natural Cauſes. 


2. This is the Lordr doing ks a 
reſtrain d and limited Senſe, 5 may be Expound- 
ed to ſigniſie that God is immediately concern'd | 
in the cauſing of ſuch effects, that the 
were laid by his Wiſdom and Contrivance 85 jc 
' fulfilled by his more immediate concur- 
rence and Operation. Such Events as theſe may 
de ſtiled the Lords doings, in the ſtricteſt and mot 
propmeints; tos God in page Cock Ee 
producing of ſuch Effects; and Natural 
W he doth bring — 
ex- 


| 
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execute his Deſigns; for though God has endow'd 
Natural Agents with natural virtues and powers, 
yet they are ſtill under his Empire and Govern- 
ment; he can check and controul their natural 
motions, ſuſpend and temper their influences, and 
make em produce effects, ftamp't with ſuch viſible 
marks and impreſſions, as ſhall declare em to be 
the Work and Power of ſome great inviſible Be- 


ing ; and what thoſe marks and impreſſions are, 


come next to - conſider; 


Aly. How we may diſcern and know when 
thing is the Lords doing. 5 


1. When Natural Agents act in a ſtrange und 
unuſual manner, we muſt aſtribe their motions and 
operations to the guidance and direction of ſome 
great inviſible Power; for all Natural Agents would 
be as ſteady and regular as the Sun and Moon are 
in their Motions, had they not been under the Laws 
and Government of ſome higher Power: Their na- 
tural powers and virtues may ſometimes, indeed, be 
interrupted and abated, by the force and preſſure of 
_ contrary Agents; or they may be haſtned-. in their 
motions by the ſpeedy Acceſſion of other Bodies; 
but when they ſhall looſe their Native qualities and 
endowments on a ſudden, or ſhall act even beyond 
their Natural powers ang vertues; ſuch ſtrange un- 
expected Events muſt be appropriated to that Al- 
mighty Being, which doth rule and govern. them 
at his pleaſure, Thoſe Wonders which Moſes. 
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wrought for the redemption of Iſ-ael- out of Eg, 
carried with them ſuch viſible tokens of a Supreme 
Power, as made the Egyptians themſelves Believe and 
Tremble ; and the Prophet Samuel alledges the 
ſtrange and unuſual operations ot Natural Agents, to 
be a very ſenſible proof that J rael had offended the 
Lo rd Jehovah Is it not Wheat Harveſt to day, and I 
will pray unto the Lord, and he will ſend you Thunder 
and. Rain, that je may Mom, by thoſe unuſual Diſ- 
penfations of Providence, that ye have provoked: the 
Lord your God : And our Saviour exprelsly declar'd, 
that thoſe Wonders which he wrought for the Con- 
verſion of Tyre and Sidon, Chorazin and Bethſaida, 


would heighten their Infidelity, and leave no room 


for excuſe. _ F 
2. When ſuch ſtrange and unuſual operations of 
Natural Agents, ſhall carry very fignal Bleffings or 
Afflictions along with them, this is a manifeſt mark 
and token, that they are guided in their motions by 
ſome Wiſe Inviſible Mind: Far to Bleſs or Aﬀi& 
the World, is too full of Wiſdom. and deep Con- 
trivance, to fall within the reach and compaſs of 
meer Natural Powers: Tis the work of a deep de- 
ſigning Providence, to govern Natural Cauſes with 
ſuch an Abſolute ſway and Empire, that their mo- 
tions and tendencies ſhall bring Bleſſings or Afflicti- 
ons upon the World. Thoſg Seven Years of Plenty 
and Fulneſs, which filled Egypt with Food and Corn; 

and thoſe Seven Years of Dearth-and Famine, which 
brought want of Bread, and cleanneſs of — 
* b their 
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thair Habitations, were the Viſible work of a Wiſe 
over-ruling Providence, not the reſult of a Blind 
Accident or Chance. When a Kingdom is Viſited 


with the more refreſhing Rays and Bleſſings of Hea- 

ven; when Manna ſhall Drop down round their 

Tents, and they ſhall be encircled with Fulneſs and 
Abundance; or when a Nation ſhall be viſited with 

' Judgments, and an aſtoniſhing Vengeance: When 

the Floods ſhall lift -up their Foaming Waves, or 


they ſhall feel the ſevere Laſhes of a Terrible and 


Amazing Tempeſt, ſuch a Kingdom or Nation may 
equally Proclaim with the Royal Pſalmiſt, Thi is 
the Lords doing, and it is marvellow in our eyes; 


which leads mc to ſhew 
f 3. That thoſe Terrible and Amazing Storms , 


which did lately ſhake and afflict the World were 


the Lords doings, taken in the ſtricteſt and moſt 
proper ſenſe: For, 7 


1. Thoſe Terrifyip Guſts and Vapours did act 


in a ſtrange and unuſual manner, thoſe Natural a- 
gents did even exceed their Natural Virtues and 
Powers; and tis not eaſy for us to imagine how + 


they could be fo reſtleſs and violent in their mo- 


tions, had they not been Hurried on by the Divine 


Fury and Vengeance. We may allow the Philoſo- 
phers to Travel into the deep Receſſes of Nature 


and ſearch aſter Materials to compoſe ſuch a fright- 


ful amazing Scene; but when they are Tired with 
cheir Search and Enquiries, they muſt have recourſe 
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at laſt to that Infinite Wiſdom, which has tlie ſole 
gnidanceand ——— 2 s 
tber they Trace the rife and original of furhb d Fa: 
 rious and raging Tempeſt, back into the Bowel of 
the Earth, or uto the more Vupdrots Boſcm 
the Air, they mit allow its Fury and Vengeance 
to come! from the Lord q $orrwhoican-aſcribe fucks = 
ſtrange and unuſual e Nature: to the 
anaſual and fortuitous motions of meer natural A- | 
gentsꝰ We have never before [either ſeem or felt; 
neither do the Annals or Reports of bur Fathers, 
mention ſuch à . furioun uiſt acting Sormzg and yet 
Natural ws amet as a e rſt. al- 
_ exerting operitions ;!' 2 — 

ih of the Celeſtial Bodies i 
al Courſes, — — ww... 
Mans Age g ant theretort if tuck Strange and Unu | 
ſual Eyents may be imputed to the motions and 
tendenoies of meer Natural Agents, we might rea- 
ſonably to meet with fach an Amaring Tem- 
peſt once in every Thirty Tears: But ſuu 
e und to us, they tiave® 
not their ſtathel Tires, ns ithe dafi and Moon chave! 
for their retwiti,/ but mæy com̃e ſvoner or later as: 
Providence pleaſeth, for God hath a. hand in al! 
the great ngs and Cuntulfions of- che World; 
— — ge, rage, tis torouſe 
and alarm Mortals, Convince. gre 
what the Fate of Sinners will be. rl. 


I The' late Terrible Tempeſt was the Lords do- 
. ing, 
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1 1 in the moſt aridt and proper Scaſe; or . 
=_ ried the ſignal marks and - expreſſions; of Gods Fury 
| 4 and Vengeance along with it; Masa mighty: Ter- | 
| = . verb 1 bel, 6 Het 3 | 
2 - Which it paſſed; the oying Angel unſheathed. | 
i his Sword, and proved almoſt as Fatal to us to 
5 the Foyptiancs for though there was not a Dead 
= | Body in every Houſe; yet few eſcapt the amazing 
S trcaks of ſome remarkable Fury; the Melancholy, - 
Victims of a Terrible Vengeance were very nume 
1 rous amongſt us, the Land and the Ocean were La- 
3 den with Spoils and Triumphs, and twill call for 
N ſome Millions, to make up our Private and Publick 
= | Loſſes, which at this muſt needs be a very 
Formidable Blow to the Had we lain 
folded in the Arms of Peace and Security, ſuck a 
Wound might be quickly Heal d, but when we are 
to Struggle with a Potent and Reſtleſs Enemy, and 
muſt open our own Veins to give Life and Sub- 
ſiſtence to others, twill Challenge Time for to 
| Scar it over. and muft needs be very ſbatp: and 
afflicting, becauſe proper Remedies cant 8 
for the * — its Pain and Smart :. Sui 
Formidable Events, Events clad with all — 
pearances of a Divine Fury and Vengeance, cant be 
aſcrib'd to the force and energy of Inf 8 
but we muſt conclude with the Royal 2 
# the Lords doing, for it i — . 1 
which 3 me to be 
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r eee Ke | 
ae Can ceo | : Admi- 


tic not 2 Theme ful of Wonderand use 
3 to have the Univerſe ina ſhaking Palſy a- 
bout us ; to have N 
aſcfal-Houſes demoliht the Rage and Violence 
of an impetuous Whirlwind ? Who can refle& with- 
out Aſtoniſhment, on thoſe unfortunate Perſons, 
which in the Ruins of their own Fa- | 
bricks? wares ay 2 Fate of e 
numbers, w e their Graves in 
ther? when the Ocean ſtall be chaſed beyond e 
Bounds, and ſhall Threaten us with a Second Deluge; 
when we muſt fly to the Trees for help and ſafety, 
while our Flocks and Herds are floating upon the 
Waves; when the flirill Sounds of T 3 and 
| Canons ſhall be but Silent Whiſpers, if 8 
. Scene 1 110 le — 
may very a | 
Wonder and- Admiration; when we ſhall — 


feel ſuch things as were beyond: om 
Conception; when ſuch Events ſhall happen, 
ſhall far exceed the brighteſt Ideas ä — ar 


ſibly frame about em, this muſt double our Won- 
det and Aſtoniſhment: For the Powers of oui Minds 


with the —— and greatneſs of ſuch a — 


Thought ind | 


cannot bear up, but muſt be all equally.confounded © 
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4. When fake A Teri Vengnts fl 
undwates 8 — 5 
its * maſt 1 De 


proaching „ 
Protection, y "com gar ye page 


| nw! wes Calm with Wrath — Ho its 
_ Gall make no difference; no marks /of:diſtin&tion. 
2 Man of War and the fmalleſt -Pinnace; 


ſhall-equally., guck them into her 
when he: ſhall glut her ſelf with 


e 903 rw 
= , 0 o 5 211 


nn 


. 93 
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Afﬀrightment; for when we are ſenſible of ap- & 


Vuaffals 


| 21 Mere Spew:'farth her 
in Triumph on the Neighbouring. — if 
fadgen on V Will Starte us with 


expected 
and Horrour, and make us cry nt win 
tbe Royal Pfahmiſt, Th i the g n 
e en TOR he u. 
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| at laſk to cher Tnkinire Wiſdom, which has the ole: 5 
guidance and direction of all Natural Canſes For whe⸗ 
ther they Trace the rife and criginaf of ſuch 'a fſu-—- 
rious and raging Tempeſt, back into the Bowels'of - 
the Earth; or into the more Vaporous Boſom of 
the Air, they muſt allow its Fury and Vengeance 
to come from the Lord ; for who can aſcribe ſuch: = 
ſtrange and unafual” Operations of Nature, to the 
_ caſua} arid fortuitous motions of meer natural A- 
gents? We have never before sither ſeen or felt, 
neither do che Annals or Repolts of our Fathers, 
mention ſuch à furious diſtracting Storm; and yet 
Natural Agents are always in motion, they are al- 
"_ * their 3 and thedboſ gros 
gill ofthe cee wie do compleat and 
0 their Courſes, twice within the Circle ot a2 
Mans Age ; and therefore if ſuch Strange and Unu- 
ſual Events may be imputed to the ion and 
tendencies of meer Natural Agents, we might tea- 
ſonably expect to meet with ſach an Amaring Tem 
peſt at leaſt once in * — Thirty Years : But ſuch: 
Events: 2 Surprizing to us, they have 
not their ſtated times, as the Sun and Moon haye 
for their returu, but may come ſooner or laterg as 
Providence pleaſeth, for God hath hand” ing 7 
the great Shakings and ©onvalſions of the W 
if the Winds — — tis tothe 
nd alarm Mortals, and Convince en 
what the Fate of Sinners will be. 


ll. Tbe he Terrible Teitipeſt was the Lords FY 
N iS ing, 


l LL 


for che eaſing its 
Formidable Evans, Events 


— ——-—t— . — m — 


ene eee for if cir- 
ing the ſignal marks. ad expreſſions/of Gods Fut 
and Vengeance along with it; 479-4 mighty Ter- | 
ror and Affliction to that part of the Nation 


through: | 
which it paſſed; the deſtroy ing Angel uriſhexthed: 


his Sword, and proved almoſt as Fatal ta usa to 
the : Egyptians; 1 though there was not a Dead 
Body Mee Houſe, yet few eſcapit the awaring 


Sttodks of forme remarkable Furyz the Melanchdiy 


Victims of a Tetrible Vengeance were very nume 


raus amongſt us, ti Land and the Ocean were La- 


den with Spoils and Triumphs, and twill call for- 
ſame Millions, to make up out Private and Public 


Loſſes, which at this Juncture muſt needs : be a very 


Formidable Blow to the Kingdom Had we lain 


folded in the Arws of Peace and Security, ſuchſa 
Wound might be quickly Heald, but: when wean 


to struggle with a Potennand Hehe, Fay. aud 
muſt open our own Veins to give Lite and dub 


ſiſtence to others, twill- Challenge Time for: to) 
Scar it over, and muſt needs he very ſherp. 


and 
roper;Remedies: canit be applied 
1 Such: | 
lad with all the 2 | 
. 


afflicting, becauſo p 


pearances A 
aſerib d to the foroe and energy of Inferiour Beings} 


but we tmiſt conclude with the Royal Plalmiſt, I, 


ir ile Lards' Abingz for 1 Sonny! in aur ey. 


nich brings me Savin ET off Ini! * 


. 21 ably That 
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N not a Thime full of Mone aud 5 Sk . 
mem, 10, hays the Univerſe inn ſhaki pra a- 
us ; to! have our ſhady Gtoves 3 our more 
uſeful Hoaſes 'dein6liff by the 
of an impetuous Whitlwind 2 Whizean tefle> with 
out Aſtoniſhinetit , on [thoſe unfortunate Perſons, 
winch! pt in the Ruins of their on Fa- 
brick o then en Fate afo thoſe: 
number) whomade their Graves in the Sand toe - 
ther d when che- Oceari; ſhall! be chaſed beyond its 
Bounds, and ſhall Threaten us with a Sõ,jiar Deluge; 
wheir we muſt fly: t the Trees: ſor help: 
while our Flocks: anil:Herds are — | 
Wavesg\v when thb ſhrill:Scu¹ö of N 
Canons ſhall be but Silent Whiſpers | Whilpers,” * 
with the lander Murtnurs of 4 — gy 


Aſtoniſhieg Sckne may TERS 
Thoughts and 


Wonder and Admira 
49 wete rape 
Coriceptionp/h hen ſuch Events Ball h. „ us 
ſhall far enceet | the brighteſt Ideas we coulbpoR 
ſbly frame about em, this muſt dnuble our: Won 
det and Aſtoniſhnient: For the Pw] eᷣ of or Minds 
carmot bear up, bit imuſt be all equally-confounded 
with the Terrour and Fe 701 ſuch a  frightful be 
We ch Scene. | 

25 2. When 


wy, 


una wares upon us, without: giving any Notice of 


Protection, and may comfort our ſelves, that: we 


Dangers more to be feared than Thieves or Rob 


ners ſhall be ſurpriz d in their defired Haven; and 
now was Calm and Still as a Pond, fhalbon a fud- 


between a Man of War and the ſmalleſt Pinnace; 


and Spoil and 5 n | 
mn Triumph on Weighbe g z ſuch a 
ſudden — — will 'Startle us with © 


Surprire and Horrour, and make us cry out with 
ir nee, AT NEE . <4 rg; 


” AT E R 1 N. 2 
2. When! nuch A \ Terrible Vengeance den den 


its coming, this muſt needs add to its Terror and 
Affrightment; for when we are ſenſible of ap- 


proaching Danger, we: may ſeek out for Shelterand 


way be-ſecure and ſafe in ſuch or ſuch a 
of Retreat; but when we ſhall ly down in 
and e and be Kigherd cur of cur Body by -- 


bers; when the place of our Reſt: ſhalb become 
the place of our Burial, and our ſafeſt Ahlams ſhall 


e and Fatal to us ; when the Mari · 


throw themſelves for Protection on the Mercile 
and Foaming Waves; when the Ocean, which but 


den be Armed with Wrath and Fury; when {lis 
ſhall make no difference, no marks of diſtinction 


but ſhall y. Suck them into her Dev 
Womb, when he bl glut i 


the Royal Pſalmiſt, This it the Lordi doing and un 
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v. n Rs din, That fich OY 
geance doth loudly call 


rible and Aſtoniſhing Ven 
for dur Amendment and Reformation. - For wh 
God ſends forth his Meſſengers to catter the Vi 


als of His Wiath ind Fur, N 0 Nd bt Wie X 
ken Mortals, and bring them to Repentance and 4 


better Mind: When the Fatal Pleaſures of Sin have 
thrown the World i into the wo 


2 God is folfd to 
ug e dcn u w N 


ious iufluences of Ny 


bur when they wor'r bo Gur by more gentle and 
caſy- ; and when lie cuts off à Joint, 
or Limb, "tis to' the jon of the 
perts, and preſerve the Body | 


Nobler 
nom and Torment of an incurable 


When he ſhakes the 


at us, *#s to Alarm and Fri t. us into our Duty, 
that we may forſake our Sins and be Sav'd: We 


have ſeen the Fiercenels of His Anger Graven on. 
the Clouds and Sands ; the Winds and the Waves 
have Proclaimed his Fury and Reſentments: And 


when be lj 


weſhould liſten with Reverence and 
on, for he will not ſpeak to Sinners Van, 15 for 
he is a Wiſe, a Juſt and a Powerful, as well as a 
Gracious and a Merciful rn, If we abuſe his, 
Clemency and Indtig thoſe more awakett- 
in — oy wia he eres to dan f 


"he Tow Drop Torn” * 


1 ok 
ners, never Lanceth or Searcheth their Words. | 


the Ve 
; Sword of Th Fry 5 


peaks in ſuch Furious and Haſty e I 
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lf the Winds oo Storms of his Fury cannot extin- p 
: guiſh the Flamey and Fire of our Eafts';' we have 
reat reaſon to fear that we ſhalt miſerably -Periſh 
by ſome ſudden and haſty. Vengeance; fox if neither 
bis Mercies nor his. Judgments: can m u Wiſer 
and better, bs Wiſdom and Juſtice will preſt him 
on to deſtroy us , and how miſerable will 2 | 
of thoſe Sipners be, 8 have fejected the lond- 
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al we any longer-provoke chat Sacred, Majeſty, 
_ whoſe: Face is @ Conſuming Fire? Shall we con- 
| dne to be Vile and Wicked, when we cannot telt | 
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fent_down: Quick into Hell to be Tormented/with 
Damned Furies for ever; Which 1 


Terrible Judgment than to be . 
vtred in the Waves and Sur he Mercile 
Ocean. How will Sinners Fear —— bi 


they ſer and feeb ſuch Amazing Judgments? T 
wills be: al with TRY Horrors and: _w 


z d will be forct to 


i Language of the Ie. | 
7 . th Lords dr, ard hm he oh 


T3 1] 


| Thus 1 have 1 paſſed. + over 0 bend — 
Diſcourſe, 1 . to make ſome Remarks 
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Surprizi 8 
ſhould make us Hae cur THR as r the, Migb- 
ty God, that he may Exalt us in due time; 

are ſuch contemptible Creatures as- | | 
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poor, 
—— of that Glorious and bty 
which can Pull down the World 
——— had 
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and Vapours FOREST the:Caveranif thai | 
or were raiſed by the unuſual Motions and Com- 


guration of the Heavens, we are to conſider them - 


as the Effects and Conſequences of Gods Difplta- 


ons Modes any boy ic Sings and. Aſto- 
ing Ju ts may eir Ven- 
— ce. muſt come from the Lord: And ſhall we not 
unble our ſelves before ſuch a Glorious ind 
Mighty Being, be Clad with Sack- cloth and Aſhes, 
and ly Proſtrate before his Altars, when we ſoe 
and feel his Reſentments? Pars =" Preached 
dy leg ang Tet Forty days and Ningueh ſhall be 
there was a ge Out-cry in the City, * 

= 1 6 and the NE. were equal 5 AR. 
and covered themſelves with. Sack - 
Aſhes; and ſhall not we expreſs den 
Humility and Contrition, when God 
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us 


| Secondly, The Terrible Warnings a Ado : 
tions of Heaven, ſhould make deep and 
preſſions upon our ſenſes: We waſtthink on the 
Storm though paſt and gone, and bring our Fears 
again to Remembrance: Had God: ſpoken unto us 
by an Audible Voice from the Clouds, we ſhould: 
have faſtned it upon our Minds, and with the 
Ifraelitet Tremble and be afraid; and ſhall we ſuffer | 
- thoſe amazing Judgments ro flip out of our Minds, 
which carried with them the 8 Expreſſions of 
ä ng 
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Wound hath left, perpetuate the Ne of 
it, and make us Bow down and Tremble be- 
fore that Glorious and Mighty Being, which can 
Deſtroy and Ruine us in a Moment? God has 
no Inclination to Deſtroy Sinners, but earneſtiy 
deſires that they would Repent and be Savd ʒ 

and we have Reaſon to Credit and take his 
Word, For he is not a Man that he ſbould Lie, 
or the Son of Man that he ſhould Repent ; he is 
not guided by ſuch Humours and Paſſions as 
we are. There are no ſuch Blemiſhes, no ſuch 
Imperfections in the Deity : . He is all Love 
lays St. John; though his Judgments may ſome- 
9255 Rage in the World, yet his Mercy 3s ober 
« his Works. When God did manifeſt” his Glo- 
ry -unto Elijah , 4 great and mighty Wind did 
rend the Mountains, and break, in pieces the Rocks 
before him, after the Wind age ed by an 
Earthquake , after the Earthquake 4 Fire, but the 
Lord did not paſs under ' thoſe Terrible Appear- 
ances, but he paſſed by in a ſmatl- ſtill Voice ; and 
he does uſually appear to the World under ſuch 
ſoft and pleaſant Repreſentations : He may ſome- 
times fignify his Reſentments in Furious and 
Haſty Language; but he does uſually ſpeak to 
Mortals in the Small Still Voice of - Bl 
and "Conſolation : Plenty and Fullneſs, and a 
numerous Train of the moſt Kind and i- 
tious Providences, like the Waves of the Sea, 
ſacceed each other: _ doth. furniſh us _ 
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. reſerved the Devil and his Angels in Chains 
of Darkneſs, till the laſt and folemn Meeting 
of the World; and if he happens to let them 
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with 2 new Succeſſion of his Mercies ; but 
how ſeldom do his Judgments appear? he hath 


Looſe, or ſuffers them to Wander to the end 


of their Chains, to Shake or Diſorder Nature, 


'tis not .often, or for any long continu- 


- ance, that he does grant them ſuch a Li- 
| berty and + Indulgence ; and when he does, 
it is to Reform us, and make us the 


better. 


Thirdly and Lafily , The great Shakings and 


Convulſions of Nature, ſhould work in us 
a general and thorough Reformation of 


our Lives and Manners; for God 
his Meſſengers on this Errand , and Woe 
be to us if we do not Regard and O- 
bey their Mefſage : We may Flatter our 
ſelves that the Storm is paſt and gone, 
and that we may now dex ſecurely with- 
in our own 
and Idle Delußens; for God has more 


ments, more Terrible Judgments in Store, 


his Quiver is full of Arrows; and ſhould 
he [ariſe once more for — what 
a Miſerable Fate will attend ſuch Hardned 


— Sinners, whom neither his 
9 Lead, nor his 1 
| ve 


ſends 


but thoſe are Vain 
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Drive to ne, "Twas not our Me- 
rit , but his Compaſſion, which reſcu'd: 
us from that Gulph of Ruine, which pro- 
ved Fatal to fo many others; We are 
as Fire - Brands pluckd out of the Bur 
ings, the Redeemed Vaſlals of Providence , 
and ſhou'd be intirely Devoted to his- Wor- 
ſhip and Service: When we are Tempted 
by Secrecy or Retirement, or any other Mo- 
tive, . to' be Vile and Wicked, we ſhou d 
conſider that we are ſeen by that Inviſible 
Eye, which is more to than 
Ten Thouſand Worlds: Call to Mind thoſe 
* and Trembling Horrours which 

 languiſh't under, Shen your AM 
Rocked like Cradles, and were li 
be your Graves. Fancy the World to ra 
in Flames about "yo that you hear 


the Frightful Groans and Yellings of Damn» 
ow 3 which are a b — * 
0 L IS, 
thing, will the Fire” of your Luſt” 


and put an end to thoſe Wild Debanch- 
es, which, if nat timely. prevented and 
card, will make you fit Fewel for thoſe 


| open our Eyes, a 
| wap lee the thing which belong to our Peace 3 
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twas of God's Mercy alone, that we were 
not all Conſumd by that ſwift and ſud- 
den Deſtruction, which has Hurried many 
into their Graves; ; who were, it may be, 
more Wiſe and Vertuous than we are, and 
might reaſonably expect to be as ſafe and 
ſecure as we; there was nothing in us to 
ſtay the Deſtroying Angel; and therefore we 
muſt Praiſe and Magnify God for our Deli- 
verance, that he has been pleaſed to make 
us the Living Monuments of his Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion ; and take care by a Wiſe 
Improvement of his Mercies , to be ready 1 
vided againſt all ſurpriſing unexpected  Acci- 
dents, when God 8 unto us in the Winds 
or Weather. : | | 
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Thus have I touch't at 'the Grend points, 
which I at firſt intended; what remains, but 
that we ſuffer the Word of | Exhortation in 
our paſſage to the deſired Haven; when God 
' ſpeaks in the Winds or, the Weather to us; 
when he pours out the full Vials of his Wrath 
and Fury on a Wicked World. We ſhould 
mind thoſe inſtructive Leſſons which his Judg- 
ments Declare and Teach; . ſhould Reform and 
Amend our Lives , fling . thoſe Vices behind 
eur Backs, which Bar up the ways of Provi- 4 
dence, and delay thoſe great Deſigns, which 
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